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St John’s Arts and Recreation Centre continues to support a diverse programme of 
opportunities through learning and service provision for the communities it serves.  
The centre provides a meeting place for over 20 local groups, providing opportunities 
for children and adults, to take part in activities which contribute to healthy growth, 
well-being and development.  The centre also promotes a range of centre led 
activities, from fitness and music, to arts and crafts sessions.   
 
As well as a programme of weekly and monthly activities and classes, the centre is 
also available for private hire and was booked for a number of private parties, 
functions, meetings and wakes. 
 
St John’s ARC is committed to supporting volunteering and currently has a team of local 
volunteers, including myself, who work hard to ensure a programme of fundraising activities is 
in place throughout the year.  A fundraising target of £20,000 was set in 2015 to raise much 
needed funds for access improvements, and to carry out essential renovations.  In December 
2015 the fundraising target had to be increased to £30,000 as both of the main hall heating 
boilers broke down and had to be replaced. 
 
So far volunteer activities have raised nearly £2,000 towards the target. The ARC Committee 
were also successful in securing a grant for £13,000 from the Essex County Council 
Community Initiative Fund (CIF).  Contributions from individual benefactors have also boosted 
the target and the resident art group, Serendipity, kindly donated artwork with all monies 
donated to the ARC. 
 
A number of events have taken place at the centre supported by the Tobin Fund, 
which was set up to encourage the performance and appreciation of music at the 
ARC by young people.  Pupils and teachers from The Henry Moore School recently 
took part in a Medieval Workshop, learning all about music and dance from this 
historic era, as part of their National Curriculum studies. A pirate themed event took 
place recently, encouraging young children to use percussion and dance to engage 
in music – a number of parents used social media to give very positive feedback and 
are keen to know what the next event will be. 
 
The “Music @ Midday” recitals on Friday lunchtimes continue to be very successful with three 
series of concerts totalling 24 recitals in the year, with many musicians receiving support from 
the ARC’s Tollinton Fund. 
 


